Triviality with a committee responsible for
approving the plans for a nuclear power
plant. The committee spends little time
on weighty issues like the design of the
OF reactor and more time on the design for

the property’s bike shed. Parkinson’s Law
of Triviality is also known as “bike-shedding”.

aRﬂKI NG Cyril Parkinson first illustrated the Law of
THE

How to Architect a Budget Process that
Focuses on the Truly Important Things™

Nuclear Plant

$28,000,000
PARKINSON’S LAW OF TRIVIALITY DliseEEEn < Ml
The time spent on any item
of the agenda is inverse of its B =

importance or dollar value.

Bike Shed
Parkinson’s Law is not limited to local $1,000
government budgets. Many people have Discussion 45 minutes
been frustrated across time and disciplines.

However, we can break this law!

*From Breaking the Law of Triviality in Local Government.
For more on this topic: https:/www.gfoa.org/materials/triviality



